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Aim:

To determine the effectiveness of Suncrop - Plus against sunburn and heat stress in Rockmelons. 
Location:


Pardo Farms - Kulkaine Way, Karadoc, VIC. 
Grower:



Joseph Pardo - Property Owner.  
Crop:

Commercial property - Rockmelons, Citrus and Table Grapes.
Crop / Variety:

Rockmelon variety - Galia Melon.
Dates:

10th Feb 2015
Product sprayed.


17th Feb 2015
Assessment of fruit 
.
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Photo 1:
Rockmelon variety Galia Melon - area sprayed with

Suncrop - Plus protectant.
Materials:

· 20L motorised sprayer used to spray over the crop.

· 200m2 (bay of 50m by 4m) of plants and fruit over the ground.

· Sprayed two days prior to the forecast of 3 to 4 days above 40 degrees C. 

Rate per Ha:
· 20L of water mixed with 250gr of Suncrop - Plus and coadjutant.

· 2ml equivalent to 12.5kg of product/Ha at the volume of 1,000L/Ha. 
Assessments per treatment:

Determine the percentage of fruit damaged by sun and heat within the treated area of 200m2 after exposure to the recent extreme weather conditions vs the control.
Results:
After successive days above 40 C degrees, the fruit was evaluated one day after the weather had cooled to below 40 C. The percentage of fruit damaged by the sun and heat in the area treated with Suncrop - Plus was only 6% compared with the 44% sun damage in the control area, as shown in the graph below.
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The fruit with visible sunburn damage on the skin presented damage on the inside of the fruit, as shown in Photos 2 below.
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Photo 2 : The rockmelon on the left was treated with Suncrop - Plus and the skin appears normal, whereas the rockmelon on the right came from the control area and shows visible signs of sunburn.

Conclusion:
The effectiveness of Suncrop - Plus when used at the recommended rate to reduce sunburn in Rockmelon fruit was higher than 90% even after the recent extreme weather conditions with consecutive days of temperatures above 40 degrees C.

Note: Additional product advantages when compared with similar products were noted during the trial as follows:
· Suncrop - Plus dilutes very well when mixed with water due to the micro granulated composition of the product. It dissolves faster than other sun protectant products, saving hours of labour during product preparation on farm.
· Suncrop - Plus does not stain the foliage white as other products do; this is an advantage in early spring and end of summer when limited sunlight becomes a factor for the process of photosynthesis for the plants.
Trial conducted by:
Mauricio Acosta Cabrales
Sales Agronomist BioGrow Mildura
10th February 2015
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Page 1 of 4

[image: image4.png]50%
45%
40%
35%
30%
25%
20%
15%
10%

5%

0%

ROCKMELONS FRUIT

m SUNCROP TREATMENT
12.51/Ha

B CONTROL

SUNBURN %




