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Aim:
         Determine the effectiveness of Suncrop - Plus 
                       against sunburn and heat stress in Citrus. 
Location: 
  Nangiloc Merewyn Liberty Grove Farm.  Southern Cross. 
Grower:

  Jason Plant.  Farm Manager.
Crop:

Commercial property Citrus.
Address:       Kulkaine Way Nangiloc Vic..  
Crop / Variety
:
Citrus variety: Washington Navel
Dates
:
10-02-2015:

product sprayed


16-02-2015

Fruit assessment. 
.

.
MATERIALS:
20L motor sprayer used for the spray of product over 5 citrus trees covering foliage and fruit 2 days prior to the forecast of 3 to 4 days over 40 C degrees. 

Rate per Ha:
20L of water mixed with 250gr of Suncrop-plus and coadjutant 2ml. Equivalent to 20 Kg of product/Ha at the volume of 2,000L/Ha. 
Assessments per treatment

Determine the average percent of damaged fruit by sun heat per mt2 after the extreme weather conditions of Suncrop Plus treatment vs Control.
Total of 10 assessments (fruit with damage per mt2) per treatment, taking 5 samples from the West site and 5 from the East site of the trees. 

RESULTS:
The fruit was evaluated one day after the hot days event. The percent of fruit damaged by the sun heat in the treated area with Suncrop Plus was less than 10% compare with the Control of 30% as per Graph below.
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Photo 1.  Citrus tree treated with Suncrop Plus (20L/Ha) .
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Photo 2.  Control citrus tree with affected fruit by sun damage.
CONCLUSION
The effectiveness of Suncrop Plus used at the recommended rate to reduce the sunburn on the Citrus fruit was higher than 90% after extreme conditions with temperatures above 40 C degrees.

Note: Additional product advantages compared with similar products were noted during the trial as following:
· Suncrop Plus dilute very well when mixed with water and faster than others sun protectant products due to the particle micro granule composition, saving hours of labour during the product preparation.
· Suncrop Plus is not staining of white the foliage as other product which is advantage in early spring and the end of summer when the sunlight is starting to be a limiting factor for plants and is required a clear surface foliage to avoid interference of product on the leaves, reducing the photosynthetic process. 
Trial conducted by:
Mauricio Acosta Cabrales
Sales Agronomist BioGrow Mildura
10th February 2015
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